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William Hazlitt, who was born in 1775, had none of
Lamb's geniality. He was a difficult and quarrelsome
man, though a few friends kept on good terms with
him. Among these, as we should expect, was Lamb
himself, who wrote of their friendship cs ... it is my
boast that I was able for so many years to have pre-
served it entire ; and I think I shall go to my grave
without finding, or expecting to find, such a com-
panion."

Hazlitt was a solitary man : how solitary, we can
see from his essay On Going A Journey, /

" One of the pleasantest things in the world is going
a journey; but I like to go by myself. I can enjoy
society in a room ; but out of doors, nature is company
enough for me. I am never less alone than when alone.

The fields his study, nature was his book.

" I cannot see the wit of walking and talking at the
same time. When I am in the country I wish to
vegetate like the country. I am not for criticizing
hedgerows and black cattle. I go out of town in order
to forget the town and all that is in it. There are those
who for this purpose go to watering-places, and carry
the metropolis with them. I like more elbow-room and
fewer encumbrances. I like solitude, when I give
myself up to it, for the sake of solitude; nor do I ask
for

a friend in my retreat,
Whom I may whisper, solitude is sweet.